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CULTURE

Arts Festivals

Kilkenny Arts Festival 2008

July 4-12: Clonmel Junction Festival, County Tipperary. A nine
day festival offering a rich mix of modern theatre, dance and
music. Great family entertainment. www.junctionfestival.com

July 4 - 18: Earagail Arts Festival, various locations, County
Donegal. A bi-lingual, multi-disciplinary festival offering a high
quality, national and international programme. www.eaf.ie

July 11 - 19, Kinsale Arts Week, County Cork. A multi-
disciplinary arts festival, featuring local, national and international
work including visual art, theatre, music, literature, film, dance
and family entertainment. www.kinsaleartsweek.com

July 13 - 26. Galway Arts Festival, Galway City & County,
Internationally renowned and one of Ireland’s largest festivals.
Expect the unexpected along with superb theatre, dance,
spectacle, visual art and music from around the world.
www.galwayartsfestival.com

July 31 - August 2: Waterford Spraoi, Waterford City.
Featuring international street theatre and music in various
locations throughout the city. All events are free. www.spraoi.com

August 7 - 16: Kilkenny Arts Festival, Kilkenny City & County.
An arts festival that is internationally acclaimed for its unique mix
of art forms, stunning venues and great atmosphere. Classical,
jazz & traditional Irish music, visual art, theatre, dance, literature,
film, street and children’s events. www.kilkennyarts.ie
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Something Different.....

August 21 - 26: Rose of Tralee International Festival,
Tralee, Co. Kerry, Celebrating 50 Years, the 2009 Rose of Tralee
International Festival will welcome 50 Roses from all over the
world and is responsible for the annual week-long invasion of the
town of Tralee! www.roseoftralee.ie

September 11 - October 4: Lisdoonvarna Matchmaking
Festival, Lisdoonvarna, County Clare. Europe’s biggest singles
event with music and dancing day and night, meet Irelands
matchmaker Willie Daly. www.matchmakerieland.com

September 24 - 27: Galway International Oyster Festival,
Galway City. A celebration of Galway and the Native Oyster.
www.galwayoysterfest.com

HERITAGE

Heritage Festivals




Traditional Culture

Spotlight on: The North West

- A New Hub for Traditional Music in Ireland
Delight in the cultural calendar of the North West this summer
with shows in traditional music and dance, pub sessions and fun
aplenty! With its vibrant culture of traditional music, song and
dance, you won't have any difficulty in tracking down a local
session or performance in the North West. 22 venues (pubs,
hotels and even a cinema!) throughout the counties of Donegal,
Leitrim and Sligo will offer extra events from June through
September. As these events will take place in the afternoons and
early evenings, they are suitable for all ages, and for both early
birds and the night owls. So why not take in a slice of real
Ireland: an afternoon or an evening of lively music in a cosy pub.
And if you're feeling particularly energetic, why not get on your
dancing shoes and join in - you can learn the steps as you go!

www.discoverireland.ie/northwest
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What’s On: July - September
Traditional Culture

Festivals & Events

July 18 - August 10: John Millington Synge, Photographer,
Siamsa Tire, National Folk Theatre of Ireland, Tralee, County
Kerry. Synge bought a second hand camera during his first visit to
the Aran Islands and the exhibition consists of photographs which
were taken in Connemara, Wicklow and West Kerry between
1898 and 1905. www.siamsatire.com

July 31 - August 2: Ballyshannon Folk & Traditional Music
Festival, County Donegal. An annual festival of folk and
traditional music attracting some top artists; includes concerts,
busking, workshops. www.ballyshannonfolkfestival.com

August 5-10: Feakle International Traditional Music
Festival, Feakle, County Clare. Celebrating the best of Irish
traditional music, especially the distinctive style of east Clare with
workshops, concerts, dance as well as walks and talks.
www.feaklefestival.ie

August 16 - 23: Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann, Tullamore,
County Offaly. The largest annual celebration of Irish culture,
music, song and dance in the world, run by Comhaltas Ceoltoiri
Eireann. Over 10,000 musicians compete for the coveted All
Ireland Titles in their field. The Fleadh is also a showcase for
concerts, ceilithe, parades, pageants and impromptu street
sessions. www.fleadh2009.com

Historic Ireland

Ireland’s Historic Towns

New Boyne Valley Brochure

The National Wax Museum Plus Re-Opens

Bonane Heritage Park

Summer Theatre at Fota House, Cork




August 28 - 30: Coleman Traditional Festival, Ceolaras
Coleman, County Sligo. Traditional music weekend including a
fiddle competition. www.colemanirishmusic.com

September 4 - 6: Cape Clear International Storytelling
Workshop, Cape Clear Island, County Cork. Enjoy superb
storytelling and music in Cape Clear's spectacular scenic
surroundings. The atmosphere is relaxed and easygoing, and the
background provided by the island’s stunning scenery promotes a
festival of unique standing in the world of storytelling.
www.capeclearstorytelling.com

September 11-13: Tulla Traditional Music Festival, County
Clare. A great weekend of music, song, dancing, workshops,
recitals, concerts and ceilithe. www.tullatradfestival.com

September 24 - 27: Johnny Keenan Banjo Festival, Longford
Town. Celebration of Irish traditional, American bluegrass and folk
music. www.johnnykeenan.com
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Traditional Summer Schools

July 4-11, Willie Clancy
Summer School, County
Clare.

Nearly a thousand students
from every part of the world
attend daily classes taught by
experts in Irish Music and
Dance. In addition a full
program of lectures, recitals,
dances ceilithe and exhibitions
are open to the public.

Email angleann@oceanfree.net

July 18-25: Joe Mooney Summer School of Traditional
Music, Song Dance, County Leitrim. A full programme of
workshops offered in flute, fiddle, banjo, bodhran, whistle,
mandolin, concertina, button accordion, piano accordion, harp and
uilleann pipes, presented professionally by musicians of the
highest calibre. Attending the open air set- dancing is a must.
http://joemooneysummerschool.com

July 27 - August 2: Scoil Acla, Achill Island, County Mayo.
Cultural summer school with concerts, writing workshops and
dance. A wide range of classes for all traditional instruments,
Dance workshop, Set dancing, Sean nds singing, Basket weaving
and Creative Writers workshop. Craic agus ceoil for all the family.
www.scoilacla.com

August 4 - 9: Sliabh Luachra Summer School, County Cork.
To find the real, authentic style of traditional music and culture, a
trip to this discreet location amongst the mountains and valleys of
Cork is a must, where Irish musical and cultural traditions have
lived undisturbed and unchanged for generations.
www.sliabhluachra.com
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2009 Museum of The Year Awards
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Natural Ireland

Brochure - Gardens Open 2009

Summer/Autumn Programme 2009 - Phoenix
Park Visitor Centre and Ashdown Castle




Contemporary Culture & the
Arts

Spotlight On:
Lough Boora Sculpture in the Parklands (recent winner of the
Business to Arts award): The magnificent wetlands and wildlife
wilderness of Lough
Boora, County Offaly,
now play host to some
of the most innovative
land and environmental
sculptures in Ireland.
The artists, inspired by
the rich natural and
industrial legacy of the
bog lands, have created
a series of large-scale
sculptures that are now part of the Parklands permanent
collection. A paradise for outdoor enthusiasts interested in its
unique flora and fauna, now enhanced by innovative works of art
that change with the weather, through the seasons and the years.
Come visit the Parklands and stimulate all the senses as you
explore this expansive unencumbered landscape.
www.sculptureintheparklands.com
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What’s On: July - September
Arts & Contemporary Culture

Theatre

**Tickets can be booked via the theatre’s own website Also
available to purchase from The Dublin Tourism Centre, Suffolk St,
Dublin 2.

The Abbey Theatre, Dublin:

July 22 - September 19: The Rivals by Richard Brinsley
Sheridan. It is summer, and Lydia Languish is yearning for the
charming but penniless Ensign Beverley — the cunning alter ego of
a roguish Captain Jack Absolute. R.B. Sheridan’s The Rivals is a
feisty and spirited celebration of everyday life, and one of
theatre’s most enduring comedies. www.abbeytheatre.ie

The Gate Theatre, Dublin:

July 9 - August 8: Present Laughter by Noel Coward. From
the creative team that brought you the acclaimed Gate Theatre
productions of Oscar Wilde's Lady Windermere's Fan (2005), W.
Somerset Maugham's The Constant Wife (2006) and Noél
Coward's Private Lives comes Coward's brilliant comedy of
manners, oozing with charm, panache and verbal wizardry.
www.gate-theatre.ie

Museums & Galleries

The Hugh Lane Gallery, Dublin:

Ending Sept 20: Cubism: Mainie Jellett, Evie Hone, May
Guinness. Cubist inspired works of these three artists, who were
at the vanguard of modernism in Ireland, will be shown alongside
works by Albert Gleizes & André Lhote.www.hughlane.ie

The Natural History Museum, Dublin:

Ongoing throughout summer months: The Dead Zoo At
Large - Treasures of the Natural History Museum.

Step back in time and savour the atmosphere of the Natural
History Museum. A wide selection of the 10,000 exhibits from the
Merrion Street museum has been brought back into the light. Old
favourites include giant deer, Spoticus the giraffe and the families
of badgers, foxes and otters. www.museum.ie

Kells Bay House and Gardens, Kells, Co Kerry

Airfield Farm & Gardens

Whale Watch Ireland

Phase 3 - Woodstock Gardens Officially
Launched




The National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin:

Ending August 23: Harry Clarke’s
Illustrations for Hans Christian
Andersen’s ‘Fairy Tales’. Admission
free. The 1916 edition of these famous
stories is lavishly illustrated with 16
colour plates by Irish artist Harry Clarke
(1889-1931). These exotic and highly
imaginative compositions display the
artist's mastery of colour and line and
are reminiscent of his intricate stained
glass designs.

www.nationalgallery.ie

Harry Clarke (1889-1931): The
Garden of Paradise

Photo © National Gallery of Ireland

Chester Beatty Library, Dublin:

Ending August 2: Haydn: A Bicentenary Celebration. Haydn
(1732-1809) created extraordinary music for almost every genre
and the Library will display an original autographed score of one
of Haydn’s cello concertos (1783) and several first editions of his
published works, including some early Dublin editions. www.cbl.ie
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Festivals & Events

July 7 - 12: Galway Film Fleadh, Galway City. Includes
screenings, master classes and seminars, debates, workshops and
seminars. www.galwayfilmfleadh.com

July 3 - 5: Blackstairs Opera in the Castle, Kilkenny City.
Unique opera performances in the grounds of Kilkenny Castle.
www.blackstairsopera.com

July 5 - 11: West Cork Literary Festival, Bantry, County Cork,
A writers festival with extensive workshops on the art of writing in
all its forms, plus several readings each day from world renowned
authors. www.westcorkliteraryfestival.ie

August 28 - 31: Festival of World Cultures, Dun Laoghaire,
County Dublin. Ireland's first Global Carnival! A kaleidoscopic
programme of concerts and club nights, fairs and markets, street
events and much more! www.festivalofworldcultures.com

September 5 - 20: Dublin Fringe Festival, Dublin. A full-on,
immersive arts experience that is jam-packed with live gigs and
performances. Spanning theatre, dance, music and visual arts
across many Dublin venues including the much-loved Spiegeltent
in Dublins iveagh Gardens. www.fringefest.com

September 24 - October 11: Ulster Bank Dublin Theatre
Festival, Dublin. The oldest, dedicated specialist theatre festival
in Europe. www.dublintheatrefestival.com

September 25: Dublin Culture Night, various locations across
Dublin. For one night only Dublin city’s museums, galleries,
churches, historic houses, artists’ studios and cultural centres will
open their doors late into the night with hundreds of free activities
for all the family!www.templebar.ie
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Anna King - Product Assistant - Arts & Culture
Email: anna.king@failteireland.ie]

www.discoverireland.com
www.failteireland.ie
www.cnci.ie

Sheep’s Head Announced as European
Destination of Excellence 2009
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Christian Ireland

Nano Nagle Room Opens at An Diseart
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Email: rosemary.oneill@failteireland.ie

Useful Links

www.discoverireland.com
www.failteireland.ie




